
 

 

March 23, 2021 

General Ken Paxton 
Office of the Attorney General 
300 W 15th Street 
Austin, TX 78701 

Dear Attorney General Paxton, 

We applaud your leadership in being at the forefront of the lawsuit against the Biden Administration’s 
illegal and unconstitutional cancellation of the Keystone XL Pipeline, and we thank you for acting on 
Texas’s interests in this matter.  

The Keystone XL Pipeline is one of the most important energy projects in generations, and at full 
capacity was meant to help transport roughly 830,000 barrels of oil per day from Canada and Montana 
into the United States, and much of it would have been directed to our refineries here in Texas. 
Cancelling the Keystone XL Pipeline within hours of taking office is a direct attack on Texas, the energy 
sector, and the millions of hard-working Americans who keep this sector of the economy moving.  

It is no secret that President Biden would like to end fossil fuels. He said so repeatedly on the campaign 
trail. Reactivating President Obama’s Clean Power Plan in one form or another was always expected. 
President Biden has said he has “an ambitious plan” to “reduce harmful emissions and create good 
clean-energy jobs.” We oppose these actions on the grounds that they are bad public policy.  

We are deeply concerned, however, by the aggressive manner in which President Biden is pursuing 
these policies. On March 29, 2019, President Trump issued a cross-border permit for the Keystone XL 
Pipeline, then he issued Executive Order 13867, which instructed the Secretary of State to adopt 
procedures that would allow for the permits to be approved within 60 days of their receipt. In line with 
those authorizations, the portion of the pipeline that crosses the northern border with Canada was 
substantially completed in 2020. When President Biden cancelled the project as one of his first acts as 
President, his rationale was that the project would “undermine U.S. climate leadership” in taking 
“ambitious climate action.” And, of course, we need to transition to “a clean energy economy” with 
“well-paying union jobs.”  

President Biden’s climate rhetoric does not align with reality, and his actions are nakedly partisan and 
political. They violate separation of powers as Congress has the exclusive power to regulate foreign 
commerce and interstate commerce. Moreover, Congress authorized the Keystone XL permit by 
operation of law, the override of which is an authority the President lacks.  

Disagreements over public policy are good things to have, but the President’s attempt to expand his 
authority and reach should be pushed back against aggressively. We stand ready to assist at the state 
level and we support your efforts on our behalf. 

Yours,   

  



 
Sen. Brian Birdwell Sen. Brandon Creighton 

  
Sen. Kelly Hancock Sen. Lois Kolkhorst 
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Rep. Mayes Middleton Rep. Geanie Morrison 
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Rep. Scott Sanford Rep. Valoree Swanson 
 

 

 
Rep. Ed Thompson Rep. Tony Tinderholt 

 

 

 

Rep. James White  
 
The Texas Energy Project is a project of the Texas Conservative Coalition Research Institute (TCCRI). 


